REFLECTIONS 

ON  THE 

EVANGELICAL  (LUTHERAN)  CHURCH. 


BY  A  LUTHERAN  MINISTER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the 
‘good  way,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls  .—Jeremiah  6  :  16. 


Unto  you,  0  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice 
is  to  the  wsons  of  man.  O  ye  simple,  un¬ 
derstand  wisdom  ;  and  ye  fools,  be  ye  of 
an  understanding  heart.  Hear ;  for  I  will 
speak  of  excellent  things ;  and  the  open¬ 
ing  of  my  lips  shall  be  right  things.  For 
my  mouth  shall  speak  truth ;  and  wicked¬ 
ness  is  an  abomination  to  my  lips.  All 
the  words  of  my  mouth  are  in  righteous¬ 
ness  ;  there  is  nothing  froward  or  perverse 
in  them.  They  are  all  plain  to  him  that 
understandeth,  and  right  to  them  that  find 
knowledge. — Proverbs  8  .*  4-9. 


The  Evangelical  ( Lutheran )  Church ,  is 
that  body  of  Christian  Believers,  who  ad¬ 
here  to  the  Augsburg  Confession*  as  their 
symbol  of  Faith ;  and  usually  have  asso¬ 
ciated  with  them  the  name  of  Luther. t — 
It  is  a  Church  whose  members  are  found 


*The  first  Confession  of  the  Reformation, 
drawn  up  by  Melancthon  under  the  advice  of 
Luther,  and  subscribed  and  presented,  by  John, 
the  Elector  of  Saxony,  George ,  Margrave  ef 
Brandenburg,  Ernest,  Duke  of  Luneburg,  Phil¬ 
ip,  Langrave  of  Hesse,  John  Frederick,  Duke  of 
Saxony ,  Francis,  Duke  of  Luneburg,  Wolfgang , 
Prince  of  Anhalt,  The  Senate  and  Magistrates 
of  Nuremberg,  and  The  Senate  of  Reutlingen, 
to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  Charles  V.,  at  the  Diet 
of  Augsburg  on  the  25th  of  June,  1530.  A  great 
Calvanistic  historian  says  of  it,  48  This  Confes¬ 
sion  of  Augsburg  will  ever  remain  one  of  the 
Masterpieces  of  the  human  mind  enlightened  by 
the  Spirit  of  God:”  D’Jlubigne’s  History  of  the 
Reformation,  Carter’s  Edition,  Vol.  4.p.  192. 

1  It  was  in  derision  from  the  Romanists,  that 
the  Reformers  were  first  called  Lutherans.  Lu¬ 
ther  himself  always  protested  against  the  use  of 
bis  name  as  the  Shiboleth  of  a  party  And  it  is 
only  in  the  magnanimous  spirit  of  George ,  the 


in  vast  numbers  in  theGermanic  States, 
in  Prussia,  Austria,  France,  Denmark, 
Norway  and  Sweeden,  Russia,  Poland, 
The  Netherlands, European  Turkey, Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  UnitedjStates.  In  this  coun¬ 
try,  however,  for  various  reasons,  her  his- 
tory,  claims,  and  mission  are  not  always 
understood  as  they  deserve  to  be,  even  by 
many  who  are  found  within  her  own  pale. 
It  is,  then,  to  make  her  better  known,  and 
to  excite  for  her  a  deeper  reverence  and 
respect  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  this 
tract  is  designed.  Some  Lutherans  might 
prefer  to  expres  themselves  on  some  points 
to  be  presented,  in  a  manner  different  from 
the  writer.  He  does  not  pretend  to  speak 
by  authority.  But,  believing  that  he  un¬ 
derstands  his  position,  he  proposes  to  pre¬ 
sent  some  statements  and  reflections  as  a 
Lutheran  Minister  to  all  who  may  conde¬ 
scend  to  give  him  a  reading.  The  follow¬ 
ing  propositions  contain  the  points  that 
shall  here  be  briefly  discussed : — 

1.  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 
RAN  CHURCH,  IS  A  TRUE  CHURCH 
OF  JESUS  CHRIST,  FOUNDED  UP- 

Margrave  of  brSndenburgTthat  the  Evangelical 
Church  consents  to  be  called  Lutheran.  “I 
was  not  Baptized  in  the  name  of  Luther  says 
the  pious  Margrave,  “  he  is  not  my  God  and 
Savior  ;  I  do  not  believe  in  him,  and  am  not 
saved  by  him  ;  and  therefore,  in  this  sense  I  am 
no  Lutheran.  But  if  it  be  asked,  whether,  with 
my  heart  and  lips  I  profess  the  doctrines  which 
God  restored  to  light  through  the  instrumental¬ 
ity  of  his  blessed  servant,  Dr.  Luther,  I  neither, 
hesitate  nor  am  I  ashamed,  to  call  myself  a  Lu¬ 
theran.  In  this  sense  I  am,  and  while  I  live, 
will  remain,  a.  Lutheran.  ” 


ON  TRUE  APOSTOLICAL  PRINGI- 
PI  FS 

2.  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 
RAN  CHURCH,  IS  AN  ANCIENT 
CHURCH,  DISTINCT  FROM  ALL 
NEWFANGLED  SECTS. 

3.  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 
RAN  CH  URCH,  IS  A  PURE  CHURCH, 
IN  OPPOSITION  TO  THE  ANTI¬ 
CHRISTIAN  ERRORS  WHICH 
GRADUALLY  GREW  IN  UPON  THE 
FAITH  AND  PR  AT  ICE  OF  THE  A- 
POSTLES  AND  PRIMITIVE  CHRIS¬ 
TIANS. 

4.  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 
RAN  CHURCH,  IS  A  LIBLERAL 
CHURCH,  TOLERATING  AND  PRO¬ 
VIDING  FOR  THOSE  UNAVOIDA¬ 
BLE  DIVERSITIES  WHICH  EXIST 
AMONG  CHRISTIAN  BELIEVERS 
ON  MINOR  MATTERS. 

5.  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 
RAN  CHURCH,  IS  A  GREAT 
CHURCH,  AS  DISTINGUISHED 
FROM  ALL  THE  LITTLE  SECTS 
WITH  WHICH  THE  WORLD  A- 
BOUNDS. 

6.  THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 

RAN  CHURCH,  IS  A  HIGHLY  BLES¬ 
SED  CHURCH,  EVIDENTLY  EN¬ 
JOYING  THE  SPECIAL  FAVOR  OF 
ALMIGHTY  GOD.  mTT„ 

7.  TPIE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHE¬ 
RAN  CHURCH,  IS  AN  ARK  OF  SAL¬ 
VATION,  IN  WHICH  THE  FAITH¬ 
FUL  MAY  REST  SURE  OF  ETER¬ 
NAL  LIFE,  AND  NOT  A  MERE 
DOUBTFUL  PARTY  IN  CHRISTEN¬ 
DOM  STRIVING  TO  OUTSTRIP  OTH¬ 
ER  PARTIES. 

These  are  broad  propositions.  How 
far  they  are  sustained  by  the  facts  in 
the  case,  the  sequel  is  designed  to  in¬ 
dicate.  No  unwarranted  attack  upon 
other  denominations  is  meditated.  No 
unjust  depreciation  of  the  character  and 
claims  of  any  who  call  themselves  Chris¬ 
tians,  is  intended.  The  honest  purpose 
of  the  writer  is,  to  speak  the  truth  in  love. 
And  in  the  conscientious  prosecution  of 
such  a  design,  should  any  feel  themselves 
thrown  into  awkward  and  disagreeable 
predicaments,  they  shall  have  their  share 
of  pity,  but  they  must  blame  themselves 
without  attempting  to  detract  from  the 
charity  of  the  writer. 


THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

First  Proposition. 


The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ,  is  a 
true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ ,  founded 
upon  true  Apostolical  principles. 


To  establish  this  proposition,  it  must 
first  be  ascertained  what  constitutes  the 
true  Church  of  Christ. 

The  word  Church,  as  Luther  observes, 
signifies  an  assembly .  1  he  Greek  word 

for  which  it  stands  in  the  New  Testament, 
has  a  similar  import.  It  denotes  an  as¬ 
sembled  and  organized  congregation,  call¬ 
ed  and  separated  from  the  rest  of  man¬ 
kind.  And  whether  that  congregation  be 
found  in  a  single  family,  or  city,  or  coun¬ 
try,  or  in  all  the  world,  or  in  both  heav  en 
and  earth,  the  Scriptures  call  it  a  Church . 
It  is  distinguished  and  known  as  the 
Church  of  Christ,  by  adhering  to  the  min¬ 
istry  Christ  appointed, confessing  the  faith 
Christ  delivered,  observing  the  ordinan¬ 
ces  Christ  instituted,  and  submitting  to 
those  primary  laws  of  discipline  which 
Christ  laid  down.* 

Certainly,  Christ  has  appointed  a  min¬ 
istry  for  his  Church. t  Christ  also  de¬ 
signs  this  ministry  to  continue  in  regular 
official  succession  from  the  apostles  down 
to  the  end  of  time.t  And  it  is  clear,  that 
the  great  business  of  this  ministry  is,  to 
attend  to  the  affairs  of  Christ’s  Kingdom 
on  earth  as  his  representatives  or  embas¬ 
sadors^  But  even  among  men,  one  can¬ 
not  act  as  the  agent  of  another  without 
the  requisite  legal  authority.  And  much 
less  can  a  man,  or  a  set  of  men  do  busi¬ 
ness  for  Christ  without  Christ’s  authority 
and  appointment.  Has,  then,  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  (Lutheran)  ministry  a  good  claim 
to  such  authority  ? 

There  are  four  distinct  modes  in  which 


*  The  reader  may  find  these  points  discussed 
at  length  in  an  article  by  the  Rev.  J.f.Seiss  ot 
Cumberland,  on  •«  The  Church  Question  in  the 

Evangelical  Reviao,  Vol,  2,  pp.  67. 

f  See  Ephesians  4  :  11, 12,-1  Corinthian  12: 

28,— -Matthew  28  ;  18 — 20. 

t  See  again  Matthew  28  :  18— 20,— 1  Time- 
thy  4  :  14,-2  Timity  2  :  2,-1  Timothy  5  :  22 
\  See  2  Corinthians  5  :  20,— Ephesians  4  :  10 
—13,  Ezekiel  33  ;  7. 
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ministerial  appointment  and  authority  are 
supposed  to  be  conferred.  First,  by  di¬ 
rect  and  miraculous  appointment  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Second,  by  the  general  vote 
of  the  congregation  to  be  served.  Third, 
by  means  of  an  exclusive  prerogative  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  lodged  in  a  superior  rank  of 
Church  officers  of  which  the  Apostles 
were  the  first.  Fourth,  by  the  common 
suffrage  and  laying  on  of  the  hands  of 
some  who  have  in  a  similar  wny  been 
made  partakers  of  the  ministry  which 
Christ  instituted  at  the  beginning. 

That  the  first  of  these  is  not  Christ’s 
method  of  appointing  ministers,  is  evi¬ 
dent.  1.  There  is  not  a  word  said  of  such 
a  method  in  the  Scriptures.  2.  Even  in 
the  days  of  miracles,  we  have  no  account 
of  any  one  having  been  thus  appointed 
without  respect  to  some  external  ordina¬ 
tion.  3.  A  minister  of  Christ  must  be 
able  to  prove  his  mission  to  others ;  but 
an  inward  miraculous  appointment  might 
be  counterfeited  without  the  means  of  de¬ 
tection  from  without. 

That  the  second  is  not  Christ’s  method 
of  supplying  the  ministry  of  his  Church 
is  also  sufficiently  doubtful.  1.  There  is 
not  a  case  in  all  inspired  history  where  a 
congregation  elected  and  appointed  its 
ministers.  2.  Paul  even  places  such  pro¬ 
ceedings  among  the  marks  of  those  heret¬ 
ical  and  perilous  times  which  he  predict¬ 
ed  in  several  of  his  Epistles.* 

And  that  the  third  is  not  Christ’s  ex¬ 
clusive  way  of  providing  a  ministry  for 
his  Church,  may  be  sufficiently  gathered 
from  a  few  plain  considerations.  1.  The 
most  learned  and  distinguished  advocates 
of  the  exclusive  authority  of  prelatical 
bishops  to  ordain,  have  frankly  admitted, 
that  there  is  no  certain  foundation  for  it  in 
the  Scriptures.  Among  these  are  Bishop 
Tomline,  Archbishop  Whately,  Palmer, 
The  Authors  of  Oxford  Tracts  Nos.  8  and 

*  See  2  Timothy  4  :  3 — For  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine  ;  but 
efter  their  ototi  lusts  shall  heap  to  themselves  teach¬ 
ers,  having  itching  ear*. 


85,  Dr.  Hammond,  Dodwell,  Bishop  Be" 
veridge,  &c.  These  all  rest  their  claims 
on  human  tradition,  which,  at  best,  is  as 
uncertain  as  it  is  conflicting.  2.  Episco¬ 
pal  prerogatives,  as  now  claimed,  are  con¬ 
trary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Saviour’s  words 
in  Mark  10  :  42-45 — “Ye  know  that  they 
which  are  accustomed  to  rule  over  the 
Gentiles,  exercise  lordship  over  them ; 
and  their  great  ones  exercise  authority 
upon  them.  But  so  it  shall  not  be  among 
you ;  but  whosoever  will  be  great  among 
}rou,  shall  be  your  minister ;  and  whoso¬ 
ever  of  you  will  be  the  chiefest,  shall  be 
servant  of  all.”  3.  If  prelatical  episco¬ 
pacy  were  so  essential  as  its  advocates 
claim  it  to  be,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  God  would  have  left  the  evidences  of 
it  so  imperfect  and  uncertain.  4.  The 
ministerial  work  of  preaching,  governing, 
and  ordaining,  is  enjoined  indiscriminate¬ 
ly  upon  apostles,  bishops,  elders,  and 
presbyters,  showing  that  Christ  has  insti¬ 
tuted  no  such  diversity  of  rank  as  is  some¬ 
times  insisted  on.*  5.  The  terms,  bishop , 
elder ,  presbyter,  are  used  interchangeably 
with  regard  to  the  same  individuals,  and 
the  same  office.! 

Hence,  although  episcopal  ordination 
is  to  be  held  good,  and  although  the  epis¬ 
copal  form  of  government  might  be  desi¬ 
rable  as  a  measure  of  human  expediency 
sanctioned  by  the  Church  in  past  ages, 
the  exclusive  Divine  right  of  diocesan 
bishops  to  ordain  to  the  holy  ministry  is 
a  mere  figment,  contradicted  by  the  voice 
of  all  genuine  protestantism,  and  resting 
at  best  upon  a  confused  and  uncertain 
tradition.  There  is,  then,  but  one  other 
method  claimed  in  which  Christ  appoints 
his  ministry ;  that  is  by  the  election  and 
laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery 
— of  ministers  themselves  chosen  and 
empowered  in  a  similar  way.  This  must 

*See  Matthew  28  ;  19,  20, — 1  Timothy  3  :  2, 
4,  5,-1  Timothy  5 : 17,— Acts  6  : 6,-13  ;  3,— 
14  :  23 — 1  Timothy  4  :  14. 

f  1  Peter  5  :  1—3,— Acts  20  ;  17,  28,— Phil- 
ipians  1  ;  1,-1  Timothy  4  ;  14,— Titus  ;  1 4 — 7. 
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therefore  be  viewed  as,  at  least,  a  valid 
method.  And  such  an  appointment  Lu¬ 
theran  ministers  have.  If  valid  ministe¬ 
rial  authority  ever  was  found  among  the 
Romanists,  it  existed  in  Germany  in  Lu¬ 
ther’s  time.  Luther,  and  the  ministers 
who  with  him  receded  from  papal  corrup¬ 
tions,  possessed  it.  They  did,  with  prop¬ 
er  convictions  of  their  duty,  confer  the 
same  upon  others  whom  they  deemed 
faithful,  and  able  to  teach  others  also. — 
And  thus  the  same  has  been  transmitted 
from  one  generation  to  another  to  the 
present  moment. 

The  Evangelical  (Lutheran)  Church, 
therefore,  has  th e  first  requisite  to  a  true 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  second  is,  a  genuine  apostolic 
faith.  For  no  Church  can  be  a  true 
Chtirch  without  receiving  the  true  faith 
as  it  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  and 
has  ever  been  maintained  by  the  Holy 
Church  universal.  But  upon  this  point 
there  is  no  deficiency  with  Lutherans. — 
Receiving  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
as  the  infallible  word  of  inspiration,  and 
the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  they 
declare,  in  one  of  their  great  confessions, 

“  Whereas,  in  former  times,  the  pure, 
healthful,  christain  faith  was  extracted 
from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  digested 
into  articles  against  heretical  corruptions, 
we  also  confess  and  embrace  these  three 
general  or  common  symbols,  to  wit :  The 
Apostles  Creed ,  The  Nicene  Creed,  and 
the  Athanasian  Creed,  as  brief,  Christian, 
thoroughly  biblical,  and  most  admirable 
confessions  of  the  faith,  in  which  all  the 
heresies  of  those  days  are  most  clearly 
and  logically  refuted.”*  And  in  this  un¬ 
impeached  catholic  orthodoxy!  of  the 
Evangelical  (Lutheran)  Church,  she  pos¬ 
sesses  another  quality  essential  to  a  true 
Church  of  Christ. 

Nor  is  the  third  requisite  wanting. — 

*  Formula  Concordiae ,  De  Regula  atqe  Norma 
Fidei,  R.  pp.  632,  Mueller,  pp-  569' 

f  None  but  papists  have  ever  questioned  Lu¬ 
theran  orthodoxy. 


All  genuine  protestants  agree,  that  Christ 
instituted  but  two  standing  sacramental 
ordinances  in  his  Church ;  Baptism,  and 
The  Lord’s  Supper.  And  regarding  these 
as  ordinarily  necessary  to  salvation,  and 
constantly  insisting  on  strict  and  devout 
attention  to  them  as  channels  of  Divine 
grace  to  the  souls  of  men,  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  (Lutheran)  Church  proves  herself, 
so  far,  a  true  Church. 

And  as  regards  the  primary  laws  of 
discipline  which  Christ  has  laid  down  for 
his  Church,  there  is  nothing  wanting  in 
the  Lutheran  Church.  The  Saviour  has 
enjoined  upon  his  Church  not  to  cast 
her  pearls  before  swine,  nor  to  give  that 
which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs.  He  has  laid 
down  the  confession  of  him,  and  of  faith 
in  his  Gospel,  as  necessary  on  our  part 
to  secure  an  acknowledgement  from. him 
in  the  day  of  judgment.*  And  so  the 
Lutheran  Church  demands  of  all  who  ap¬ 
ply  for  membership,  that  they  appear  in 
public,  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  the 
minister,  formally  confess  their  faith  in 
the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and 
their  determination  to  live  and  die  in  the  j 
service  of  their  Savior.  Christ  requires 
of  his  Church  to  exclude  from  her  com¬ 
munion  all  unrelenting  offenders,  infidels, 
and  blasphemers  of  the  faith.!  And  so 
the  Lutheran  Church  provides  in  every 
organized  congregation,  that,  “  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  council  to  administer  the 
discipline  of  the  Church  on  all  those 
whose  conduct  is  inconsistent  with  their 
Christian  profession,  or  who  entertain  fun¬ 
damental  errors.  They  shall,  when  any 
member  offends,  first  privately  admonish 
him,  or,  if  necessary,  call  him  to  account; 
and  when  they  shall  deem  these  meas¬ 
ures  ineffectual,  they  shall  excommuni¬ 
cate  him.”!  Christ  also  matde  it  the  duty 
of  his  Church  to  provide  for  the  temporal 
wants  of  its  ministers. §  And  so  Luthe- 

*  Matthew  10  ;  32,  34. 

f  Matthew  28  ;  17. 

J  “Formula  of  the  Lutheran  Church,”  Chap. 

4,  Sec.  8.  1  Corinthians  9  :  13, 14,— 

Galatians  6  :  6,—  Timothy  5  : 18. 


/ 


THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 


rans  make  it  obligatory  upon  the  deacons 
of  every  individual  parish,  “  to  see  that 
the  minister  receives  a  just  and  adequate 
support.”* 

In  all  these  respects,  therefore,  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  answers  to 
a  true  Church.  And  that  it  is  a  true 
Church  of  Christ  has  been  fully  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all  the  great  Protestant 
denominations,  even  by  the  most  exclu¬ 
sive  of  them  all — the  Protestant  Episco¬ 
palians.  Palmer,  one  of  their  great  wri¬ 
ters,  in  his  “Treaties  on  the  Church ,”  de¬ 
votes  a  long  section  to  the  proof,  and 
congratulates  himself  that  he  has  suffici¬ 
ently  maintained,  that  Lutherans  are 
neither  heretics  nor  schismatics,  the  only 
two  grounds  upon  which  our  claims  can 
be  called  in  question ;  and  testifies  in  the 
same  valuable  work,  that  “theologians  of 
the  British  Churches  have  acknowledged 
the  Lutherans  and  Reformed  to  be  churches 
of  Christ” t  The  same  author  in  the 
same  work,  defends  Archbishop  Cranmer, 
the  great  leader  in  the  English  Reforma¬ 
tion,  against  certain  charges  made  by  the 
papal  Bishop  Bossuet,  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  Luther  an. X  Edwin  Hall, 
in  his  “  Puritans  and  their  Principles,”! 
asserts,  “It  is  notorious,  that  the  English 
Reformers  uniformly  treated  the  non- 
Episcopal  Foreign  Churches  (Lutheran 
and  Reformed)  as  true  churches  and 
ministers .”  And  it  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  the  amiable  Bishop  White  of 
Philadelphia,  once  made  overtures  to  the 
Lutherans  for  a  union  between  them  and 
the  Episcopalians,  agreeing  to  receive 
Lutheran  Ministers  as  truly  ordained,  and 
to  recognize  all  their  official  acts. 

Our  first  proposition,  then,  is  sufficient¬ 
ly  sustained ;  that  the  Evangelical  Luthe¬ 
ran  Ohurch,  is  a  true  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ, founded  upon  true  apostolical  prin¬ 
ciples. 

*“ Formula  of  the  Lutheran  Church.”  chap. 
3,  Sec.  6. 

t  Vol  1  pp.  333*366,  Appleton  Edition. 

tp.  496,  Ibid.  §  pp.  279. 
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Second  Proposition. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ,  is  an 
ancient  Church ,  distinct  from  all  new¬ 
fangled  sects. 

This  necessarily  follows  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
no  novelty.  It  has  not  sprung  up  since 
yesterday.  It  has  upon  it  the  growth  and 
venerableness  of  nearly  twenty  centuries. 
And  if  the  Lutheran  Church  is  a  true 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  she  too  has  a 
claim  to  the  same  antiquity.  She  is 
but  the  outgrowth  of  a  germ  which  the 
Savior  planted  more  than  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago.  Her  history  runs  back 
beyond  the  commencement  of  all  modem 
histories,  and  has  its  well-head  in  those 
glorious  times  when  apostles  preached, 
and  miracles  bore  their  unerring  testimo¬ 
ny  to  the  truth.  Even  in  her  protestant 
form  she  antedates  all  protestant  com¬ 
munions  ;#  but  her  beginning  was  not  in 
the  days  of  Leo  and  Luther. 

Our  Church  is  called  Lutheran;  but  it 
is  not  founded  on  Luther.  Luther  was  a 
great  and  honored  instrument  in  God’s 
hands  by  means  of  which  our  Church 
was  relieved  from  the  tyranny  and  cor¬ 
ruption  of  popery ;  but  it  existed  long 
before  his  day,  and  before  the  papacy  it¬ 
self.  Luther  was  a  member  of  it  before 
his  breach  with  the  pope,  and  died  in  the 
arms  of  its  communion  without  being  sep¬ 
arated  from  it.  Palmer,  a  rigid  Episco¬ 
palian  of  England,  contends,  “The  facts 
of  history  prove  conclusively,  that  Lu¬ 
ther  and  the  Lutherans  did  not,  either  in 
intention,  or  by  act,  separate  from  the 
Roman  Church ;  that  they  were  always 
desirous  of  a  reconciliation,  and  that  they 
were  disposed  to  make  great  sacrifices 
for  that  object.”!  It  is  true  the  Refor¬ 
mers  renounced  popery.  But  popery  and 
the  Roman  or  Catholic  Church  were  two 

*  D’Aubigne’s  ReformatiorTvoT.  3,  pp.  367^ 
Milnor’s  History  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  vol. 
2,  pp.  548,  549,  550,  Philadel.  Ed. 

f  Palmer  on  the  Church  yol.  1*  pp.  334,  Ap¬ 
pleton  Edition. 
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things.  The  Catholie  Church  existed  be- 1  her  glorious  transition  from  ruinous  pap- 


fore  popery  was  introduced  into  it,  with 
its  system  of  abominations,  and  it  certain¬ 
ly  could  just  as  well  continue  to  exist  af¬ 
ter  popery  was  again  thrown  out  of  it. — 
And  so  the  Lutheran  Church  claims  to'  be , 
and  is ,  the  great  body  of  \lie  true  Catholic 
Apostolic  Church ,  delivered  and  redeemed 
from  the  errors  and  usurpations  of  the  pap - 
acy.  Such  was  the  position  taken  by  Lu¬ 
ther  and  his  associates  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  In  the  Augsburg  Confession,  they 
say,  “  There  is  nothing  contained  in  the 
articles  of  Faith  of  our  Church  which  is 
inconsistent  with  Scripture  or  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  merely  some  abuses  have 
been  abolished  and  corrected,  which,  in 
time  past,  have  crept  into  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.”*  And  with  all  their 
protestations  against  papistical  abuses, 
there  never  was  the  least  thought  of  de¬ 
parting  from  the  holy  Catholic  Church  to 
establish  a  separate,  independant,  and 
schismatical  party.  As  has  been  truly 
said  by  Dr.  Sartorius,  “  The  Reformers 
desired  not,  and  are  not  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  founders  of  a  new  Church  ;  but 
simply  renewers  of  the  old  upon  its  an¬ 
cient  foundations.  For  they  were  fully 
persuaded,  that  whosoever  departs  from 
these,  sunders  himself  from  the  commu¬ 
nion  of  the  holy  Catholic  Church,  and 
falls  back  into  errors  and  heretical  sects 
which  have  long  since  come  to  nought. 
Hence,  they  were  not  only  renewers  and 
reformers,  but  also  preservers  and  con¬ 
firmers  of  the  Church.”!  There  is  a  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  every  organization  has, 
and  necessarily  must  have,  the  right  and 
power  to  throw  out  from  it  whatever  is 
foreign  and  destructive  to  it.  Otherwise 
it  has  no  right  to  existence.  That  the 
Church  has  such  right  and  power  is  plain, 
from  her  nature,  her  circumstances  in 
this  world,  and  from  the  instructions 
which  the  Lord  has  given  her.  And  in 


*  Axi^C  Con.  Preface  to  part  2. 
t  Nothwondigkeit  und  Verbindliclikeit  der 
Xirchlichen  Qlaubensbekeiitnistie*  ppT  22. 


al  corruptions  to  protestant  purity  and 
health,  a  transition  which  history  denom¬ 
inates  the  Reformation,  the  Lutherans  did 
no  more  than  exercise  such  right  and 
power.  Others  may  have  gone  to  sinful 
lengths,  but  Lutherans  are  not  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  sins  of  others.  Their  histori¬ 
cal  connection  with  the  ancient  commu¬ 
nion  never  was  broken.  They  took  with 
them  the  same  ministry,  the  same  cath¬ 
olic  faith,  the  same  true  sacraments,  the 
same  great  laws  of  discipline,  which  dis¬ 
tinguished  the  Church  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  We  have  no  sympathy  with  the 
rebelious  repudiators  of  legitimate  church 
authority,  or  with  any  of  those  numerous 
sects  which  have  sprung  from  the  fancies 
and  vanities  of  their  founders,  and,  hav¬ 
ing  separated  from  the  communion  of  the 
Church,  have  set  up  their  own  conventi¬ 
cles  and  established  rival  worships. — 
Never  having  been  guilty  of  schism  her¬ 
self,  the  Lutheran  Church  shows  it  no 
countenance,  and  will  have  no  fellowship 
with  schismatics,  however  loud  their  pre-; 
tensions  or  specious  their  apologies.  Shei 
is  not  one  of  a  class  with  parties  of  this 
kind.  She  is  not  a  sect  in  any  true  sense 
of  the  word.  She  acknowledges  no  party 
leader.  She  has  never  exalted  herseli 
against  legitimate  authority  and  laws. — 
She  has  never  departed,  either  historical¬ 
ly  or  doctrinally  intentionally  or  acciden¬ 
tally,  from  the  one,  true,  visible,  perpet-; 
ual,  infallible  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. — 
Her  life  is  not  outside,  but  in  the  midst  of 
that  stream  which  emanates  from  the. 
Apostles,  and  which  shall  flow  on  until 
time  is  lost  in  eternity.  And  there  is 
nothing  glad,  great,  or  glorious  in  Chris¬ 
tian  antiquity,  which  we  cannot  rightful¬ 
ly  claim  as  our  own.  The  sublime  and 
miraculous  life,  death,  resurrection,  and 
ascension  of  the  Savior,  belong  to  our 
history.  The  Apostles  who  walked  the 
earth  amid  the  radiance  of  heaven,  and 
laid  down  their  lives  for  the  Gospel  they 
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so  successfully  preached — the  holy  mar¬ 
tyrs  whose  patient  constancy  under  per¬ 
secutions  and  tortures  amazed  the  hard¬ 
est,  and  outwearied  the  bloodiest  of  their 
opposers — that  phalanx  of  faithful  ones 
whose  praise  is  in  all  the  churches,  and 
the  fruits  of  whose  piety  and  wisdom  still 
continue  to  bless  the  world — all  are  ours. 
It  is  not  said  that  these  do  not  belong  in 
common  to  others  also ;  but  our  claim  is 
second  to  none.  We  have  a  right,  which 
cannot  be  set  aside,  to  look  upon  them, 
and  to  refer  to  them,  as  our  own.  And 
thus  our  Church  is  an  ancient  Church, 
distinct  fro#i  all  newfangled  sects. 

Third  Proposition. 

The  Evangelical  ( Lutheran )  Church ,  is  a 
pure  Church  in  opopsition  to  the  anti- 
christian  errors  which  gradually  grew  in 
upon  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles  and  early  Christians. 

Great  were  the  corruptions  in  doctrine 
and  practice  which  prevailed  in  the 
Church  before  Luther  and  his  associates 
took  their  noble  stand  against  them. — 
Darkness  covered  the  earth,  and  gross 
darkness  the  people,  by  reason  of  the 
eclipse  which  the  papacy  had  brought 
upon  the  true  Christian  light.  Even  Bel- 
larmine  himself,  the  celebrated  Italian 
Jesuit,  acknowledged;  “Before  the  Lu¬ 
theran  and  Calvinistic  heresies  arose, 
there  was  no  learning  in  sacred  science, 
ao  reverence  in  Divine  things,  there  was 
5ven  almost  no  religion.’ ’*  A  few  spe¬ 
cifications  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
Christendom  when  the  Reformation  com- 
Tienced,  together  with  the  positions  taken 
}y  the  Lutheran  Church,  will  sufficiently 
set  forth  the  proposition  now  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

It  was  maintained  in  those  days,  that 
he  pope  was  the  true  vicar  of  Jesus 
Christ  on  earth :  that  he  was  the  true 
Lord  of  the  world  in  both  temporal  and 
spiritual  affairs,  having  authority  to  de- 

1  *  Opera,  Tom.  VI.  pp.  296.  Colon.  1£19.  j 


pose  Kings  and  annihilate  kingdoms,  and 
to  establish  new  sovereignties  whenever, 
in  his  judgment,  the  interests  of  the 
Church  required  it ;  and  that  he  was  in¬ 
fallible  and  worthy  of  Divine  reverence.* 
In  opposition  to  these  arogant  assump¬ 
tions,  our  Church  has  taken  the  position, 
that  the  Church  of  Christ  has  no  individ¬ 
ual  infallible  head  on  earth,  that  her  on¬ 
ly  sovereign  is  the  glorified  Savior  in 
heaven.f 

In  those  days  the  Scriptures  were  con¬ 
cealed  or  thro  wn  aside  ;  to  read  them  was 
considered  dangerous,  if  not  a  crirde  ;  and 
the  decrees  of  councils,  papal  bulls,  and 
corrupted  traditions,  were  the  only  guides 
to  the  knowledge  of  salvation  and  holy 
living  that  any  enjoyed.  Darkness  waa 
in  the  place  of  light,  and  the  voice  of 
man  m  the  stead  of  the  Divine  oracles. 
Luther  found  the  Bible  chained  in  the 
cloister ;  but  he  set  it  free  ;  and  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  points  to  it ,  as  the  only 
safe  foundation  for  faith  and  hope,  and 
enjoins  upon  all  her  membership  to  ex¬ 
amine  it  well  upon  the  peril  of  their  souls. 1 

It  was  maintained  in  those  days,  that 
the  priests  could  forgive  sins ;  that  for 
certain  sums  of  money  they  could  deliv¬ 
er  from  all  past  offences,  and  give  dispen¬ 
sations  for  any  amount  of  crime  to  which 
a  man  might  feel  inclined :  and  that  they, 
as  the  servants  of  the  pope,  had  power 
to  open  or  close  the  doors  of  heaven  at 
will.  All  this  the  Lutheran  Church  pos¬ 
itively  contradicts,  asserting  that  none 
but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  power  on 
earth  to  forgive  sins,  and  that  the  high¬ 
est  authoritv  of  Christ’s  ministers  in  this 
respect  is  only  declarative ,  and  subordi¬ 
nate  to  the  written  word.§ 

It  was  maintained  in  those  days  that 
salvation  was  to  be  obtained  by  works, 

*  In  proof  of  the  statements  here  made,  ref¬ 

erence  may  be  had  to  any  approved  Church 
History.  See  also  “  Schmucker  on  the  Refor¬ 
mation,”  and ‘Dowlings  History  of  Romanism.' 

f  Matthew  23  ;  8 — 12, — 1  Peter  5  ;  3, — John 
18  ;  26.  X  John  5  ;  39, — 20  ;  31, — 1  Timo¬ 
thy  4  ;  15,— Acts  17  :  11,— Rev.  22  ;  18,19. 

§  Mark  2  ;  7, — Luke  5  .-  21,— John  20  r  23. 
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such  as  fastings,  prayers,  pilgrimages, 
mortifications  of  body,  and  pecuniary  sac¬ 
rifices.  That  it  was  possible  for  a  man 
not  only  by  these  means  to  save  himself, 
but  to  accumulate  such  a  stock  of  righte¬ 
ousness  as  to  be  able  to  save  others  al¬ 
so.  Against  this  our  Church  insists,  that 
by  one’s  own  goodness  no  man  living  can 
be  justified  ;  and  that  we  are  only  saved 
by  Divine  grace  through  faith  in,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  everlasting  righteousness  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.* 

It  was  the  custom  in  those  days  to  pray 
to  sainfs  and  angels,  and  to  trust  to  the 
intercessions  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  the 
Apostles,  and  other  distinguished  Chris¬ 
tians  in  heaven.  In  opposition  our  Church 
maintains,  that  there  is  but  one  Mediator 
between  God  and  man,  that  our  only  hope 
is  in  him,  and  that  praying  to  the  sainted 
dead  is  criminal  idolatry.t 

It  was  contended  in  those  days  that  a 
state  of  celibacy  is  more  holy  than  that 
of  marriage  ;  that  all  priests  were  bound 
to  choose  the  holier  state  ;  and  that  all 
were  to  be  encouraged  to  take  monastic 
vows  as  the  best  antidote  against  sinful 
propensities  and  passions.  Against  this 
our  Church  maintains,  that  marriage  is 
an  honorable  and  holy  state  ;  the  best 
social  safe-guard  of  virtue  ;  and  that  the 
denial  of  it  to  any  class  is  antichristian, 
and  productive  of  endless  inconvenience 
and  impurity.! 

It  was  taught  in  those  days  that  there 
is  an  intermediate  state  between  this 
world  and  hell,  and  the  hope  was  held 
out,  that  persons  dying  without  having 
been  duly  sanctified  for  heaven,  would 
there  undergo  the  necesssary  purgation 
to  fit  them  for  the  abode  of  the  blessed. 
In  opposition  to  this,  our  Church  teaches, 
that  the  offers  of  salvation  and  the  pre¬ 
paratives  for  heaven,  end  with  the  pres¬ 
ent  life ;  that  those  who  sin  away  their 

*  Romans  3  ;  20, — Ephesians  2  :  8,  9. 

f  1  Timothy  2  :  5, — Revelations  22  ;  8,  9. 

t  Hebrews  13  :  4,-1  Timothy  3  :  2—5,  4  :  1 
— 3i — 1  Corinthians  9  :  5. 


opportunities  here  must  be  hopelessly  lost 
hereafter.* 

It  was  taught  in  those  days  that  there 
are  seven  Christian  Sacraments  :  Bap¬ 
tism,  The  Lord’s  Supper,  Confirmation, 
Penance,  Extreme  Unction,  Holy  Orders, 
and  Matrimony.  Our  Church  insists  that 
there  are  but  two  proper  Sacraments  in 
the  Church  of  Christ :  Baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

It  was  insisted  in  those  days,  that  the 
bread  anji  wine  in  the  eucharist  were 
changed  by  the  consecration  of  the  priest 
into  the  real  body  and  blood  of  Christ ; 
that  they  thus  became  the  Son  of  God 
himself,  and  were  to  be  worshipped  as 
the  Son  of  God.  On  the  contrary,  our 
Church  teaches, that  bread  remains  bread, 
and  wine  remains  wine,  and  that  it  is  on¬ 
ly  in,  under,  or  along  with  these  elements, 
in  some  mysterious  and  inexplicable  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are 
appropriated  to  the  believing  communi- 
oant  to  the  forgiveness  of  sins  and  the, 
nourishment  of  spiritual  life,  according  to 
the  words  of  the  Apostle — “  The  cup  of 
blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the  com-) 
munion  of  the  blood  of  Christ?  The 
bread  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion! 
of  the  body  of  Christ.”! 

From  these  statements,  the  purity  of 
Lutheran  doctrine  is  sufficiently  manifest. 
It  is  so  evangelical  and  true,  that  when 
the  Augsburg  Confession  was  read  to  the 
Emperor,  Dr.  Eck,  a  papist,  and  a  most 
bitter  enemy  of  the  Reformers,  candidly 
acknowledged,  that  he  might  confute  if  j 
by  the  writings  of  the  fathers  and  coun¬ 
cils,  but  could  not  by  the  writings  of  the 
Apostles  and  Prophets.  Upon  which 
Duke  William  of  Bavaria  replied,  “Yes,  i 
I  understand  ;  the  Lutherans  sit  right  in 
the  Scriptures,  whilst  we  sit  aside  oi ' 
them.”  And  even  the  Roman  Archbish¬ 
op  exclaimed,  “  All  that  the  Lutherans 

*  Ecclesiastes  11 :  3, — 2  Corinthians  6  :  2,— 
Romans  8  ;  1, — 1  John  1 :  7, — Hebrews  10;  14,1 
17,  18,— John  5 :  24,-2  Cor.  5 ;  10. 

,  f  1  Corinthians  10  ;  16. 


9 


THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 


have  read,  is  the  pure  truth ;  and  we  can¬ 
not  deny  it.* 

Our  third  proposition,  therefore,  also 
stands,  that  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  is  a  pure  Church  in  opposition 
to  all  papal  antichristian  errors  of  faith 
and  practice. 

Fourth  Proposition. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ,  is  a 
liberal  Church,  tolerating  and  providing 
for  those  unavoidable  diversities  which 
exist  among  Christian  Believers  on  ini’- 
nor  matters . 

It  is  a  fact,  inseparable  from  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  human  nature,  that  men 
will  differ.  There  are  hardly  two  living 
who  will  come  precisely  to  the  same  con¬ 
clusions  upon  any  subject  that  may  be 
submitted  to  them.  Men  of  similar  ed¬ 
ucation,  and  similar  circumstances  in  life, 
disagree  in  the  minor  details  ol  their  views 
of  everything.  Men’s  minds  are  differ¬ 
ently  constituted,  and  there  are  a  thou¬ 
sand  little  incidental  circumstances 
which  interfere  to  modify  and  control  our 
mental  exercises  and  impressions.  We 
cannot  all  think  exactly  alike,  even  in 
the  plainest  matters  of  this  world,  and 
much  less  can  it  be  expected,  that  our 
religious  views  should  in  all  their  details 
conform  to  one  exact  and  rigid  mould  and 
standard.  Such  a  state  of  things  never 
las  been,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  it 
iver  will  be.  Allowance  has,  therefore, 
o  be  made  for  human  weakness  and  in- 
irmity.  Some  little  respect  must  be  paid 
o  what  may  be  no  more  than  the  capri- 
ious  workings  of  the  human  mind.  And 
f  our  thoughts  do  not  all  revolve  in  the 
rbit  of  truth,  it  is  still  wrong  to  chain 
hem  in  captivity. 

Such,  then,  is  the  lenient  position  which 
ur  Church  has  always  taken  towards  hu- 
lan  nature.  She  binds  no  man’s  con¬ 
vene©  to  given  details  of  doctrine,  to 

*  These  incidents  are  given  in  Mathesius’  His* 
iry  p.  99.  They  will  also  be  found  in  D ’Au- 
gne’s  Reformation,  vol-  4  p,  197. 


set  forms  of  worship,  or  to  specific  mea¬ 
sures  in  the  management  of  pastoral  af¬ 
fairs.  ’Tis  true,  she  has  spoken  on  all 
these  things.  In  her  best  wisdom  she 
advises  her  sons  what  are  the  features  of 
her  doctrinal  system,  of  the  true  mode 
of  public  service,  and  of  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Savior’s 
Kingdom.  She  has  her  Confessionst  of 
F aith,  her  Lituigy,  and  her  Catechisms, 
which  she  honors,  loves,  and  respects; 
but  she  enforces  none  of  them  upon  her 
children  in  the  form  of  indispensable  law. 
She  demands  the  confession  and  belief 
of  every  doctrine  that  enters  indispensa¬ 
bly  into  the  Christian  faith,  as  contained 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  set  forth 
in  the  ancient  Catholic  Creeds,  and  again 
so  lucidly  exhibited  and  defended  in  her 
own  great  Confessions.  But  as  declared 

by  Reinhard,  and  maintained  by  the  most 
conscientious  theologians  of  our  Church, 

“even  he  who  has  solemnly  adopted  and 
subscribed  the  Symbolical  Books,  is  by 

no  means  bound  to  adopt  every  non-es¬ 
sential  point,  every  interpretation  of  a 

scriptural  passage,  every  argument  or 
opinion  which  they  contain.”*  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Sartorius,  “these  books  have 
appended  to  them  prefaces  and  postscripts 
relating  to  historical  and  ceremonial  mat¬ 
ters,  which  are  only  of  introductory  or  cas¬ 
ual  importance,  without  properly  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  symbols.  The  doctrinal,  ar¬ 
gumentative,  apologetical,  and  polemical 
parts,  of  course  belong  to  them,  but  with¬ 
out  forming  the  essential  obligatory  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  symbols  proper.  Parts 
again  consist  of  mere  historical  allusions, 
or  dogmatical  inferences,  which  are  of 
use  in  discovering  the  sense,  and  even 
admirable  in  themselves,  but  not  author¬ 
itative  to  such  an  extent  as  that  they  can¬ 
not  be  otherwise  deduced  or  established. 
And  other  parts  refer  only  to  oppositions 
encountered  at  the  time,  but  which  have 
ceased,  or  are  now  to  be  met  in  a  differ- 
ent  manner.  The  true  Confessional  sub- 

*  EvangelicaJ  RevTevFVorTTppFiTsl 
T  jSee  Appendix, 
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stance  of  the  Symbols  lies  in  among  the 
incidental  circumscriptions,  and  that  is 
the  only  proper  Creed ,  or  law  of  Faith.* 

On  the  subject  of  Government,  our 
Church  is  equally  liberal  and  free.  Bent 
upon  oppressing  no  one’s  conscience,  she 
exacts  uniformity  no  further  than  the 
word  of  God  is  clear  and  unmistakeable, 
leaving  each  particular  part  of  the  Church 
to  adopt  such  regulations,  as  in  its  judg¬ 
ment  may  seem  best ;  at  the  same  time 

preserving  a  just  and  safe  equilibri¬ 
um  between  the  power  of  the  clergy  and 

that  of  the  laity.  She  has  few  appended 
peculiarities  of  any  sort.  “With  the  Cal¬ 
vinist  she  holds  the  graciousness  of  sal¬ 
vation  ;  with  the  Congregationalist  she 
believes  that  Christ  tasted  death  for  every 
man.  With  the  Methodist  she  approves 
of  regularly  recurring  protracted  meet¬ 
ings  ;  with  the  Episcopalian  she  occa¬ 
sionally  employs  a  liturgy  and  forms  of 
prayer.  With  the  German  Reformed  she 
agrees  in  the  instruction  and  confirma¬ 
tion  of  Catechumen's ;  and  with  all  she 
unites  in  ascribing  all  the  glory  of  our 
privileges  on  earth  and  hopes  in  heaven, 
to  that  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world.”! 

A.  B.  Chapin,  an  Episcopal  clergyman 

of  this  country,  says  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  “It  breathes  the  free  spirit  of  Lu¬ 
ther ,  and  the  mild  spirit  of  Melancthon.” t 
The  remark  is  as  true  as  it  is  beautiful. 
And  the  great  aim  of  our  Church  in  all 
her  arrangements  is,  to  lay  such  a  doc¬ 
trinal,  liturgical,  and  governmental  foun¬ 
dation,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  that 
there  should  be  any  other  Church  but 
herself — to  present  a  platform  on  which 
all  can  harmonize  without  violence  to 
their  consciences — and  thus  to  annihi¬ 
late  every  possible  excuse  for  sectarian¬ 
ism.  There  are  not  two  extremes  in 
ehristendopn  where  she  does  not  take  the 
middle  ground  between  them  ;  and  there 

*  Noth  wend  iehkeit  a.  Verbindligkeit  der  Glau- 
ceiiSbekentnisse,  Stuttgart.,  pp,  40. 

1  Scbmueker’e  Portraiture  p.  57. 

ip  at  it  an  ism  not  Genuirre  Pr&le®tanti.«m,p,16^, 


are  scarcely  any  diversities  among  ortho¬ 
dox  Christian  believers  which  may  not  be 
found  even  in  our  own  communion  all 
harmoniously  brought  together.  Here  the 
wolf  dwells  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leop¬ 
ard  lies  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  calf, 
and  the  young  lion,  and  the  fatling  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  the  child  Jesus  leads  them 
all.  Not  that  our  Church  system  is  a 
mere  vague  abstraction.  There  is  not 
another  in  the  world  so  positive  and  so 
thoroughly  defined.  Not  that  we  reduce 
everything  to  a  few  simple  and  general 
principles,  in  which  all  diversities  are 
lost  in  very  indefiniteness.  We  leave  out 
nothing  of  those  vast  results  which  have 
been  wrought  out  by  the  Church  in  past 
ages.  Our  Church  has  never  failed  to 
meet  every  issue  that  has  ever  been  pre¬ 
sented  for  her  decision.  And  her  great 

system  is  before  the  world,  as  elaborated 
by  her  sainted  theologians,  simple  enough 

in  her  Catechisms  for  infants  to  learn, 
profound  enough  for  the  most  scientific 
to  study  forever  in  her  Augustan  Confes¬ 
sion  and  Form  of  Concord,  defended  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  meet  every  antagonist  in  hex 
Apology  and  Smalcald  Articles,  and  in 
all  respects  the  most  gigantic  and  invul¬ 
nerable  of  all  protestant  systems.  Anc 
yet  there  is  a  mildness,  a  freeness,  c 
magnanimity  in  the  position  which  ouij 
Church  takes,  even  where  the  worst  er¬ 
rors  and  heresies  are  condemned  at  he; 
hand,  that  must  commend  itself  to  all. — 
In  the  very  preface  to  all  her  symbolica 
books,  she  says,  once  for  all: — “As  re 
gards  the  condemnations,  reprobations; 

and  rejections  of  impious  doctrines,  it  i 
by  no  means  our  intention  and  design  t 

condemn  those  men,  who,  from  a  certaii  f 
simplicity  of  mind,  have  erred  withoui  I 
being  blasphemers  against  sacred  trutt  ^ 
much  less  whole  Churches  who  havij 
thus  erred.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  alj  I 
ways  been  our  wish  and  intention  onl  ■; 
to  reprehend  and  condemn  openly  fana'IJ 
ical  opinions,  and  the  incorigible  bias,  I 
phemers  who  teach  them,  because  thes 
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errors  are  in  most  evident  opposition  to ; 
the  explicit  word  of  God,  and  never  can 
be  reconciled  with  it.  Hence  we  only 
utter  these  censures  and  condemnations 
that  all  pious  people  may  be  admonished 
to  shun  these  errors  and  teachers  with 
due  caution.  Neither  have  we  the  least 
doubt  that  there  are  many  pious  men  in 
those  communions  which  have  not  hith¬ 
erto  agreed  with  us  in  all  points,  who  fol¬ 
lowing  a  certain  simplicity  of  their  own , 
have  not  become  sufficiently  informed. 

.  .  .  Therefore  we  do  hereby  testify, 

before  the  Almighty  God,  and  before  the 
whole  Church,  that  it  has  never  been  our 
design  by  this  Formula  of  Doctrine  to 
create  trouble  or  danger  among  those  pi¬ 
ous  people  who  suffer  persecution.  For 
as  we  have  in  Christian  charity  long  sym¬ 
pathised  with  them  in  their  pain  and  per¬ 
secution,  so  we  deeply  abhor,  and  from 
our  hearts  detest  the  oppression  and  ty¬ 
ranny  which  so  greivously  afflicts  these 
unfortunate  sufferers.”* 

Thus  our  fourth  proposition  is  also  sus¬ 
tained,  that  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  is  a  liberal  Church,  tolerating  and 
providing  for  those  unavoidable  diversi¬ 
ties  which  exist  among  Christian  believers 
on  minor  matters. 

Fifth  Proposition. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ,  is  a 
great  Church ,  as  distinguished  from  all 
the  little  sects  with  which  the  world  a- 
bounds . 

Nor  is  it  in  noise  and  ado  about  her¬ 
self,  that  our  Church  is  notable.  Her 
ministers,  viewing  it  as  their  duty  rigidly 
to  confine  themselves  to  the  simple  story 
of  the  cross,  rather  than  to  be  parading 
denominational  peculiarities  before  their 
people,  are  seldom  heard  to  refer  to  them¬ 
selves  and  their  own  Church,  in  the  pul¬ 
pit.  But  it  is  not  because  they  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  say  in  this  respect.  It  is  only  the 

*  Symbolical  Books  of  Lutheran  Church,  Mu¬ 
eller,  Stuttgart,  p.  16.  * 
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little  mountain  rill  that  leaps  and  prattles 
along  every  point  in  its  progress  ;  whilst 
the  deep  broad  river  moves  along  in  si¬ 
lent  majesty,  and  when  it  does  speak,  it 
is  in  the  thunder  of  the  cataract,  or  in  the 
mighty  dashings  of  the  sea.  And  it  is 
only  to  prevent  hollow  and  bombastic 
egotism,  (such  as  abounds  in  certain  sec¬ 
tarian  pulpits,)  from  being  taken  for  the 

truth,  that  we  ever  directly  allude  to  our 
own  magnificent  greatness. 

The  Lutheran  Church  is  great  in  her 
historical  reminiscences.  This  is  true 
without  regard  to  those  great  facts  which 
are  the  common  property  of  the  whole 
Church  of  Christ  universal.  The  scenes 
amid  which  she  came  forth  from  the  worse 
than  Egyptian  bondage  of  popery,  are 
filled  with  sublime  and  undying  interest. 
Whose  heart  has  not  glowed  vrith  a  heav¬ 
enly  enthusiasm  as  he  followed  the  life¬ 
like  delineations  of  those  trying  times 
and  magnanimous  achievements  as  the 
records  of  history  detail  them  ?  Who  has 
ever  contemplated  the  scene  of  Luther’s 
appearance  at  the  Diet  of  Worms,  without 

having  his  estimate  of  human  nature 
vastly  enhanced  ?  Who  has  pondered 

the  circumstances  of  the  delivery  of  the 

Augsburg  Confession  to  the  Emperor,  and 

not  been  made  to  feel  with  Mathesius. 

v 

that  “Since  the  age  of  the  Apostles,  there 
has  never  been  a  scene  of  more  grandeur, 
or  a  work  of  more  magnificence  !”  Nor 
is  it  possible  for  an  upright  mind  to  re¬ 
view  our  history — to  examine  the  long 
list  of  great  worthies  whom  our  Church 
numbers  among  her  sons — without  being 
filled  with  admiration. 

The  Lutheran  Church  is  great  in  the 
extent  of  her  communion.  As  a  Luth¬ 
eran  Doctor  once  remarked,  “She  is  not 
a  mere  branch  of  the  Christian  Church ; 

she  is  the  trunk  of  it.”  She  is  not  a  mere 
limb  of  the  tree ;  but  the  body ,  large,  sol¬ 
id,  and  firm,  from  which  all  the  branches 
have  their  life.  It  has  already  been 
shown  in  this  tract,  that  our  Church  is 
the  firstborn  in  the  family  of  Protestant- 
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ism.  In  point  of  age,  therefore,  she  is 
the  trunk  rather  than  a  branch  ;  for  the 
tree  must  have  a  body  before  it  can  have 
limbs.  But  it  is  with  respect  to  numer¬ 
ical  strength  more  especially,  that  she 
appears  as  the  trunk  rather  than  a  branch. 
From  the  smallness,  and  the  retired  char¬ 
acter  of  our  membership  in  this  country, 
our  Church  is  often  looked  upon  as  a 
small  affair.  And  yet,  even  here,  it  is 
not  as  contemptible  as  men  sometimes  es¬ 
timate  it.  The  Protestant  Episcopal 

Church  of  the  United  States,  is  consid¬ 
ered  a  large  and  respectable  body  of  Chris¬ 
tian  believers.  But,  in  point  of  numbers, 
we  are  vastly  its  superior.  And  when 
we  reduce  the  prevailing  denominations 
of  our  land  to  their  real  strength,  by  dis¬ 
tinguishing;  between  their  numerous  di- 
visions  into  old  and  new  schools,  north 
and  south,  and  a  hundred  other  sectarian 
departments,  we  will  not  compare  unfa¬ 
vorably  with  “the  very  chiefest.” 

But  when  we  come  to  look  abroad  over 
the  nations — when  we  come  to  take  the 
whole  strength  of  each  in  round  numbers 
—alas,  what  a  lowering  there  is  of  de¬ 
nominations  from  the  lofty  superiority  of 
which  they  would  fain  persuade  them¬ 
selves  and  the  community  that  they  are 

possessed!  The  Protestant  Church  is  sev¬ 
ered  into  various  parties,  each  one  claim¬ 
ing  to  be  great.  And  oh,  what  a  shock 
it  would  be  to  the  delicate  senses  of  some, 
how  intolerably  extravigant  they  would 
regard  us,  were  we  to  state,  that  The 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  is  larger 
than  all  other  orthodox  Protestants  put  to¬ 
gether  !  And  yet,  such  is  the  positive, 
unexagerated  truth.  Not  less  than  thir¬ 
ty  millions  of  Lutherans  are  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  found  on  earth.  And  if  all  others 
(Roman  Catholics  excepted,)  united,  can 
fill  out  that  number,  it  would  be  a  great 
relief  to  those  concerned,  to  know  where 
they  are. 

The  Lutheran  Church  is  also  great  in 
what  she  has  accomplished  for  Christian¬ 
ity,  and  for  the  world.  Aye,  she  loves  to 


refer  to  her  deeds  of  former  days  ;  for 
they  are  they  which  testify  more  truly, 
and  more  powerfully  than  words,  of  her 
true  glory.  Only  let  the  inquirer  draw 
near,  and  he  shall  find  the  foundation, 
of  nearly  everything  of  which  the  world 
this  day  boasts,  in  the  achievements  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  And  it  would  be 
well  if  all  did  but  remember  the  Rock 
whence  they  were  hewn. 

There  can  be  no  controversy,  that  the 
Lutheran  Church  has  been  the  great  de- 
finer  and  defender  of  the  great  doctrines 
which  distinguish  the  protestant  world. 
Luther  was  the  first  man  to  make  effici¬ 
ent  discriminations  between  the  truth  and 
error  which  popery  had  so  singularly  and 
so  dangerously  commingled.  Luther  in 
his  Theses,  and  in  the  Torgau  articles, 
and  the  Lutherans  in  the  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession,  were  the  first  to  lay  open  effect¬ 
ually  the  ancient  and  everlasting  founda¬ 
tions  of  Christianity.  Luther  unchained 
the  Bible,  and  with  his  associates,  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  in  a  trans¬ 
lation  that  has  never  been  surpassed,  andii 
which  has  led  the  way  to  all  subsequent! 
translations  ;  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  I 
of  all  Protestanism.  And  in  the  great] 
Confessions  to  which  our  Church  hasrl 
given  existence,  she  has  furnished  creeds  f 
to  all  orthodox  denominations  in  christen-  ( 
dom.  Dr.  Sartorius  says,  “The  Augs¬ 
burg  Confession  has  been  substantially^ 
inwrought  into  all  the  later  evangeli-b; 
cal  symbols  both  in  and  out  of  Germany 
and  in  the  opposition  which  it  provoked  > 
also  determined  the  decisions  of  the 
Council  of  Trent.”*  That  this  is  true  01 
the  Confessions  of  the  Reformed,  oi 
Zuinglian  and  Calvinistic  party,  is  evi¬ 
dent,  if  we  consider  that  the  Augsburg 
Confession  was  the  only  acknowledgec  ; 
symbol  of  Protestants  up  to  the  year  1536 
and  that  previous  to  that  time  the  Zuin 
glians  and  Calvinists  always  co-operate( 
with  the  Lutherans  upon  a  common  doc 
trinal  foundation.  And  as  regards  th<  i 
^Notweridlgkfand  Verbindlichkeit  &c  p,  30,31 
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Thirty-nine  Articles  and  Prayer  Book  of 
the  English  Church,  their  Lutheran  origin 
is  indisputable.  This  is  fully  admitted, 
even  bv  Episcopalians  themselves.  A. 
B.  Chapin,  whom  we  have  already  quo¬ 
ted,  says,  “Hermann’s  scheme  of  Refor¬ 
mation,  drawn  up  by  Bucer ,  (a  Lutheran,) 
with  the  aid  of  Melandhon  and  Pisiorius , 
(both  Lutherans)  was  substantially  that 

pursued  afterwards  in  England,  for  which 
it  seems  to  have  served  as  a  model.”* — 

Palmer,  whom  we  have  also  quoted,  as¬ 
serts,  “that  the  Church  of  England  her¬ 
self  did  not  understand  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Reformation ;  that  we  must 
look  for  those  principles  amongst  the  Lu¬ 
therans."]  Bishop  Burnet  says,  respect¬ 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  convocation  of 
1562,  in  forming  the  39  Articles,  “lam 
convinced  by  the  letter  sent  me  from  Zu¬ 
rich,  that  in  this  great  regard  was  had  to 
the  Lutheran  Churches ,  with  whom  a  con¬ 
junction  was  much  endeavored.”!  And 
another  of  the  most  cherished  English 

Divines,  Bishop  Lawrence,  acknowledges 
with  great  pleasure,  that  “  the  Thirty- 

nine  Articles  were  neither  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  Parker  nor  the  convocation” — 
that  “they  were  not  borrowed  from  any 
Calvinistical  or  Zuinglian,  but  from  a 
Lutheran  Creed.”  And  the  resemblance 
between  them  and  the  Lutheran  Confes¬ 
sions,  he  declares,  “was  not  confined  to 
a  mere  affinity  of  idea,  or  the  occasional 
adoption  of  an  individual  expression ;  but, 
in  some  cases,  entire  extracts  were  cop¬ 
ied,  without  the  slightest  omission,  or 
minutest  variation.  In  the  first  compi¬ 
lation  many  prominent  passages  were  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  Augsburg,  and  in  the  sec¬ 
ond,  from  the  Wittemberg  Confessions. 
These  were  Lutheran. ”§  And  in  these 
declarations,  and  others  of  a  similar  kind 
at  hand,  we  are  assured,  of  what  a  care¬ 
ful  examination  of  facts  will  show, that  all 
the  great  doctrines  which  characterize  the 

~#  Furitauism  not  Gen.  Christ,  p.  155  f  Trea¬ 

tise  on  the  Church  vol.  3,  p.  463  with  495. 
Burnets’  Reformation  vol.  3,  p.  518. 
Lawrence’s  Bamptqn  Lectures ,  p.  42,  43, 


protestant  world,  were  first  defined  and 
established  by  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
from  her  taken  up  and  incorporated  into 
all  the  respectable  creeds  in  modern 
Christendom. 

It  is  a  subject  of  common  congratula¬ 
tion  and  thanksgiving  among  us  all,  that 
we  have  a  right  to  think  as  we  please, 
and  to  utter  our  thoughts  without  fear  of 
the  inquisition — that  we  can  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  con¬ 
sciences  without  danger  of  being  burned 

for  blasphemy  or  of  having  our  bones 
broken  on  the  rack  for  heresy.  It  was 

not  always  so.  There  was  a  time  when 
dissent  irom  the  dogmas  of  ignorant 
priests  was  invariably  followed  with 
wrath,  condemnation,  and  blood.  Men 
were  compelled,  at  the  peril  of  every¬ 
thing  dear  to  them,  to  take  religion  as  it 
was  given  them,  and  to  conform  to  its 
rites  no  matter  how  contradictory  to  com¬ 
mon  sense,  or  how  oppressive.  Whence, 
then,  has  come  our  present  liberty  of  con¬ 
science,  and  our  exemption  from  the 
fierceness  of  religious  persecutions  ?  We 

only  state  what  history  incontrovertibly 
proves,  when  we  say,  that  these  high 
privileges  have  their  origin  with  Luther 
and  the  Lutherans.  They  first  positive¬ 
ly  asserted,  and  they  alone  first  success¬ 
fully  maintaiued,  the  right  of  private 
judgment,  and  the  inviolability  of  private 
conscience.  It  was  only  after  they  took 
the  high  position  at  the  Diet  of  Augsburg, 

and  declared  in  the  face  of  imperial  pow¬ 
er  and  universal  papal  authority,  that  in 

matters  of  duty  man  must  obey  God  rath¬ 
er  than  man,  that  the  enslaved  world 
caught  the  breath  of  religious  freedom. 
From  that  day  the  powers  of  the  heavens 
began  to  shake.  The  power  of  mind  was 
aroused  from  its  slumber.  And  by  the 
force  of  those  principles  which  the  Lu¬ 
therans  put  into  such  powerful  activity, 
the  green  wythes  with  which  the  Philis¬ 
tines  had  bound  it,  became  like  tow  to 
the  touch  of  fire.  Lutherans  found  the 
ball,  they  set  it  in  vigorous  motion ;  the 
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nations  hasted  its  progress  as  it  passed : 
and  lo,  it  has  bruised  the  head  of  the  ser¬ 
pent  that  had  taken  the  world  into  its 
dreadful  coil,  and  set  the  freebornVpirit  at 
liberty  to  return  to  the  happy  home  of 
its  inalienable  rights ! 

As  men  thus  came  to  taste  the  sweet¬ 
ness  of  freedom  in  matters  of  conscience 
and  religion,  they  soon  began  to  think  al¬ 
so  of  freedom  in  matters  of  state.  Hav¬ 
ing  broken  down  the  prison  of  religious 
despotism,  they  now  began  to  question 
the  rights  of  Kings  to  hold  them  subser¬ 
vient  to  their  will.  One  by  one  the  fin¬ 
gers  were  cut  off  from  the  hand  of  tyran¬ 
ny.  Men  began  to  appreciate  their  dig¬ 
nity.  Constitutions  soon  took  the  control 
of  capricious  rule.  And  political  freedom 
became  the  inheritance  of  Protestants. — 
As  an  eloquent  author  hath  said,  “  The 
Bible  gave  liberty  to  Luther,  and  Luther 
with  the  Bible  in  his  hand,  gave  liberty 
to  the  world.”  Thus  political  freedom 
has  its  root  and  life  in  religion  ;  for  true 
Christianity  is  the  spirit  of  liberty.  And 
just  so  far  as  Luther  and  the  Lutherans 
contributed  to  the  propagation  and  de¬ 
fence  of  the  one,  have  they  contributed 
to  the  promotion  and  preservation  of  the 
other.  And  as  they  have  unquestionably 
done  a  vast  and  pre-eminent  work  in  the 
restoration  of  primitive  religion,  and  pri¬ 
mitive  freedom  of  conscience,  their  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  formation  of  the  free  and 
happy  governments  which  bless  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  protestant  territory,  are  great 
and  honorable.  And  Dr.  Schmuckerhas 
but  indicated  the  truth,  where  he  de¬ 
clares,  ‘‘These  united  States  may  clearly 
trace  their  liberties  to  that  revolution 
brought  about  by  Luther  and  his  spartan 
band  of  co- workers.”* 

These  are  sublime  details.  The  Lu¬ 
theran  in  his  weakness  and  isolation  in 
this  western  world  almost  ashamed  to  own 
his  Church,  looks  upon  these  things,  and 
feels  a  new  spirit  kindling  in  him.  His 

*  Portraiture  of  Lutheranism,  p.  14. 


pendent  hands  are  lifted  up.  His  harp 
hangs  no  longer  on  the  willow.  The  lips 
that  were  dumb  become  eloquent.  And 
he  thanks  God  that  ever  there  was  a  Lu¬ 
ther,  and  that  it  is  his  privilege  to  be  in 
communion  with  the  Church  that  bears 
the  Reformer’s  name.  He  feels  the  truth 
of  our  proposition,  that  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  is  a  great  Church,  as 
distinguished  from  all  the  little  sects  with 
which  the  world  abounds. 

Sixth  Proposition. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ,  is  a 

highly  blessed  Church ,  evidently  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  special  favor  of  Almighty  God . 

When  Nicademus  came  to  the  Savior, 
he  said,  “Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art 
a  teacher  come  from  God  :  for  no  man 
can  do  these  miracles  that  thou  doest,  ex¬ 
cept  God  be  with  him.”*  And  so  we  say 
with  regard  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  that 
her  very  works,  accomplishments,  and 
triumphs,  show  her  to  be  of  God,  and  un¬ 
der  his  protection  and  favor.  Allusion 
has  just  been  made  to  her  great  achieve¬ 
ments — how,  as  a  beacon  light,  she  led 
forth  to  safety  and  peace  multitudes  up¬ 
on  multitudes  who  had  become  hopeless¬ 
ly  bewildered — how  she  broke  the  power 
of  religious  despotism  and  set  even  the 
nations  free — how  she  has  dealt  out  the 
bread  of  life  to  myriads,  and  can  point  to 
more  than  a  score  of  millions  of  souls  now! 
on  earth  whom  she  has  united  in  cove-! 
nant  with  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  These  are  not  the  deviPa 
works.  They  bear  nothing  of  the  im¬ 
press  of  hell.  They  are  too  blessed,  too 
heavenly  to  assign  them  their  origin  in 
the  malice  of  the  arch* foe  of  God  and 
man.  And  if  they  are  not  of  the  devil, 
they  must  be  of  God. 

The  tremendous  powers  which  Luther 
and  his  illustrious  associates  overcame, 
show  that  the  hand  of  the  Omnipotent! 

*  John  3 : 2.  '  ~T"~ 
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was  with  them.  It  is  laid  down  as  a  set¬ 
tled  law  of  the  Divine  dealings,  “To 
achieve  great  results  by  imperceptible 
means.”*  And  this  law,  with  its  unmis^ 
takeable  fulfilment,  is  to  be  clearly  re¬ 
cognized  in  the  history  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  When  Luther  first  came  upon 
the  stage,  the  pope  was  the  lord  of  Chris¬ 
tendom,  and  the  ruler  of  the  world.  He 
trod  in  triumph  on  the  necks  of  Kings, 
and  the  nations  dared  not  resist  his  word. 
All  were  in  absolute  subjection  to  his  ty- 
ranical  and  unrighteous  authority.  Kings 
and  Emperors  had  combined  without  abil¬ 
ity  to  throw  off  his  yoke.  Those  who 
dared  to  call  his  power  in  question,  either 
lost  their  lives  on  the  rack  or  at  the  stake, 
or  were  compelled  to  crawl  on  their  knees 
around  his  palace  penitently  awaiting  his 
tardy  forgiveness.  Everything  political 
and  religious  was  subject  to  his  individ¬ 
ual  decision,  and  resistance  was  invaria¬ 
bly  followed  with  suffering  or  death.  On 
the  other  hand,  Luther  was  a  poor  and 
friendless  monk.  His  few  associates 
were  as  poor  and  as  friendless  as  himself. 

So  far  as  this  world  is  concerned,  they 
stood  alone.  Without  earthly  arms  or 
power,  they'  ventured  to  attack  this 
fierce  Lion  in  his  lair.  They  spoke  to 
him,  and  he  growled.  They  threaten¬ 
ed  him,  and  he  roared  with  defiance.  He 
came  out  to  devour  them,  but  they  seized 
him  by  his  very  beard,  bound  his  terrible 
paws  upon  his  back,  and  sent  him  how¬ 
ling  to  his  own  narrow  Italy.  What 
the  mightiest  rulers  and  princes  in  the 

world  could  not  do,  these  few  unarmed 
men  did.  With  the  little  stone  of  truth, 
broken  from  the  mountain  side,  they  put 
such  influences  to  work,  as  made  the  Ro¬ 
man  pontiff  quail  with  fear  upon  his  throne, 
and  split  the  fabric  of  his  power  to  its 
lowest  base. 

The  world  was  enlisted  in  a  game  in 
which  the  pope  was  the  unfailing  winner. 
He  put  down  Emperors,  Kings,  and  orin- 
ces,  and  set  up  others  in  their  stead.  But, 

*  D  lAubigne  ,s'HlitoryifrRe&rmati^Toi7T. 

preface,  p.  7. 


by  the  instrumentality  of  these  few  preach* 
ers,  the  tables  were  turned,  and  a  destiny 
set  in  against  papal  power  and  assump¬ 
tions,  which  shall  work  out  their  final  and 
everlasting  overthrow.  The  success  of 
the  Reformers  was  almost  miraculous. — 
More  brilli  ant  triumphs  are  not  found  even 
in  apostolic  history.  And  as  the  early 
victories  of  the  Gospel  prove  it  to  be  Di¬ 
vine,  so  those  more  stupendous  achieve¬ 
ments  of  Luther  and  his  co-workers,  mark 
their  cause  to  be  of  God.  For  no  men 
Could  have  done  these  mighty  works,  ex¬ 
cept  God  had  been  with  them. 

The  amazing  progress  of  our  Church, 
demonstrates  that  God  is  with  her. — 
When  Luther  first  declaimed  against  po¬ 
pery,  so  numerously  did  men  flock  around 
the  pure  standard  which  he  displayed, 
that  nations  were  literally  “born  in  a  day” 
unto  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  The  first  blow 
that  he  struck,  spread  through  Germany 
and  some  adjoining  countries  like  an  elec¬ 
tric  shock.  Switzerland,  Sweeden,  Den¬ 
mark,  Spain,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Poland, 
in  quick  succession  embraced  the=  ex¬ 
humed  truth.  And  Britain  and  Scotland 
too,  though  they  never  became  thorough¬ 
ly  Lutheran,  soon  caught  brands  from  the 
sacred  fires  which  Luther  kindled,  and 
spread  the  light  in  glorious  triumph. — 
And  still  the  progress  of  our  Church  is 

rapidly  onward.  In  these  United  States, 
within  the  last  ten  }rears,  we  have  more 
than  doubled  the  number  of  our  minis¬ 
ters,  all  of  whom  we  require  to  be  prop¬ 
erly  trained  for  their  work ;  whilst  the 
increase  of  our  membership  has  been  in 
still  more  rapid  proportion.  In  France 
oun  Church  is  greatly  on  the  increase  ; 
and  in  that  land  of  revolutions,  bigoted 
Romanists,  and  unblushing  infidels,  we 
now  have  more  than  a  million  .of  mem¬ 
bers.  In  Germany,  where,  semi-infideli¬ 
ty  and  baptized  skepticism  have  so  much 
abounded  within  the  last  century,  the 
Church  of  her  own  great  Reformer  is  go¬ 
ing  forward  in  redeeming*  triumph.  In 
the  far  west,  in  the  distant  south  jmd  away 
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on  the  heathen  shores  of  India,  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  busy  and  successful,  gath¬ 
ering  in  souls  to  the  worship  of  the  one 
only  true  God,  in  that  blest  communion 
in  which  Luther,  'and  Melancthon,  and 
Franke,  and  Spener,  and  Muhlenberg  la¬ 
bored  and  died.  Whilst  many  other  de¬ 
nomination  are  loosing  thousands  through 
their  own  internal  wars  and  weaknesses, 
we  are  adding  our  tens  of  thousands. — 
Our  motto  is  “onward.”  We  see  the  fi¬ 
ery  pillar  of  Jehovah’s  presence  going  be¬ 
fore  us.  We  read  his  approbation  in  the 
great  things  that  he  is  doing  for  us.  He 
hath  thus  shown  us  his  hand,  and  we  have 
all  confidence  that  He  will  see  us  through. 

And  the  unity  and  peace  which  per¬ 
vade  and  characterize  our  Church,  prove 
that  the  God  of  peace  is  with  her.  There 
is  not  another  denomination  in  Christen¬ 
dom,  of  respectable  size,  that  is  not  torn 
with  intestine  feuds,  and  rent  into  con¬ 
flicting  parties.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the 
Lutheran  Church.  She  is  “one,  and  in¬ 
separable,  now,  and  for  ever.”  As  one 
of  our  Doctors  hath  well  said,  “  The  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  has  never ,  since  the  Refor¬ 
mation ,  engendered  sects.  Differences  of 
opinion  have  existed,  but  no  distinct  party 
or  sect,  has  gone  out  from  her  commu¬ 
nion,  to  disturb  her  tranquility,  and  revile 
her  ministry.  All  the  numerous  sects 
that  now  afflict  the  Church,  have  had 
other  parentages  than  Lutheranism.  They 
are  not  the  children  of  the  mother  Church 
of  the  reformation.  In  this  we  glory,  and 
attribute  the  remarkable  fact  to  the  en¬ 
lightened  liberality  of  our  economy,  to  the 
Christian  excellency  of  our  fundamental 
confession,  and  to  the  ardent  attachment 
of  our  people  to  our  venerable  institu¬ 
tions.”* 

All  these  things  go  on  to  make  the 
matter  conclusive  to  our  minds,  that  God 
is  with  us— that  his  banner  of  love  is  over 
u# — that  we  have  only  to  look  at  its  broad 
folds  as  they  float  in  hope  above  us,  and 

*  Mortis’  Introduction  to  “  Why  ariyovTaLu- 

theran,”  j>.  7. 


be  assured  that  success  is  ours— in  a  word, 
that  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  is 
a  highly  blessed  Church,  evidently  en¬ 
joying  the  special  favor  of  Almighty  God. 

Seventh  Proposition. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  is  an 
ark  of  Salvation  in  which  the  faithful 
may  rest  sure  of  eternal  life  and  not  a 
mere  doubtful  party  in  Christendom  stri¬ 
ving  to  outstrip  other  parties. 

This  necessarily  follows  from  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  propositions.  We  have  shown 
that  our  Church  is  a  true  Church  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ ;  and  if  there  is  no  salvation  in 
the  true  Church  of  Christ,  there  is  no 
salvation  at  all.  We  have  shown  that 
our  Church  is  an  ancient  Church  distinct 
from  all  modern  sects  ;  and  if  there  is  no 
salvation  in  it,  then  multiplied  millions 
who  have  died  in  hope  in  her  communion 
were  deceived,  and  have  perished.  We 
have  shown  that  she  is  a  purely  orthodox 
and  Evangelical  Church ;  and  if  there  is 
no  salvation  in  the  faithful  reception  of 
the  truth,  then  the  scriptural  method  of 
sanctification  through  the  truth  is  a  mere 
conceit.  We  have  shown  that  she  is  a 
liberal  Church;  and  inspired  authority 
assures  us,  that  “Charity  shall  cover  the) I 
multitude  of  sins.”#  And  in  the  samel 

IB 

manner  our  last,  links  in  with  all  ourl 
former  propositions. 

The  grand  design  of  the  Church  of  God 
on  earth,  is  to  call  men  to  salvation,  and 
to  furnish  them  the  means  of  obtaining 
it.  And  it  is  in  this  light  that  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  looks  upon  herself.  She 
considers  it  her  appointed  mission  to  car¬ 
ry  the  word  of  salvation  effectually  home| 
to  the  hearts  of  all  whom  she  can  bring 
under  her  influence.  Her  work  is  not  to 
make  Lutherans — not  to  win  men  to  some' 
peculiar  and  specious  form  of  doctrine  or 
worship — but  to  make  Christians,  and 
heirs  of  eternal  life.  Her  object  is  not  to 
race  with  others  to  see  who  can  enlist  thel 

*  1  Peter  4  :  8. 
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greatest  number,  but  to  lead  all  she  can,  j  men  to  be  delivered  from  condemnation, 


both  in  her  own  and  in  other  communions,  j  and  exalted  to  Divine  favor  and  eternal 
to  a  home  in  Heaven.  With  this  aim, 
she  approaches  men  'while  yet  in  the 


helplessness  of  infancy,  marks  them  with 
the  badge  of  Christianity  in  the  Holy 
Sacrament  of  Baptism,  gathers  them  into 
catechetical  classes  for  instruction  in  re 


life,  the  Lutheran  Church  will  not  fail  to 
point  it  out.  She  has  already  landed 


many  a  soul  safely  beyond  the  fierce 
floods  of  death.  Some  of  the  most  illus¬ 
trious  spirits  of  whom  the  world  can 
boast,  have  lived  and  died  in  her  em* 


ligion  as  their  minds  unfold,  admits  them,  brace,  evinced  the  happiest  Christian 
as  soon  as  prepared,  into  full  communion,  triumphs  at  the  last,  and  left  their  glori- 


by  the  solemn  apostolic  rite  of  confirma-  ous  testimony  behind  them,  that  all  who 
tion,  and  adapts  all  the  instructions  of  j  believingly  commit  themselves  to  her 


her  pulpits,  the  issues  of  her  presses,  and  guidance,  shall  never  be  confounded.— 
her  pastoral  regulations,  so  as  to  promote  j  She  is,  then,  an  Ark  of  Salvation,  in 

1 1  j  1  _ _ j  .  _  i  it.  .  _ *  i  1,  J  _ X  i  •  i  i  n  *  . «  a  i  . 


i  u  '  a  -  • 

them  towards  seats  at  the  right  hand  of  |  which  the  faithful  may  rest  sure  of  eter- 
God  in  glory.  She  does  not  ask  men  j  nal  fife,  and  not  a  mere  doubtful  party  in 


simply  for  their  names  to  be  entered  on  the  !  Christendom  striving  to  outstrip  other 


j  Church-Record,  but  for  their  hearts  for 
Jesus  Christ.  She  does  not  call  them 
!  to  her  sanctuaries  to  school  them  into  the 
spirit  of  sect;  but  to  indoctrinate  them  in 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  teach 


parties. 

Concluding  Remarks. 

Such  is  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  ;  such  her  character ;  such  her 


them  to  aspire  to  the  liberty  of  those  :  claims.  The  wrnrld  knows  her  history  by 
whom  the  truth  makes  free.  She  de-  i  heart.  The  names  of  her  great  worthies 


mahds  no  punctilious  and  slavish  con-  have  become  household  wTords  wflth  eve- 

_  _  _  -  «  .  m  •  I  IT*  .  /-i  1  •  .  •  /A  a  •«  -  _ 


formitv  to  unyielding  regulations;  but  on¬ 
ly  requires  of  men  to  fear  God,  and  give 


ry  intelligent  Christian  family.  The  ma¬ 
jestic  courage  and  unbending  faith  of  her 


glory  to  him,  and  wmrship  him.  The  |  Luther;  the  profound  piety  and  learning, 
Truth — the  Truth — is  the  object  of  her  and  the  childish  simplicity  and  gentle 


search  and  the  subject  of  her  teachings;  ineSs  of  her  Melancthon;  the  Heavenly 
and  she  seeks  to  lay  it  before  mens’  j  spirit  and  holy  fervency  of  her  Franke, 


minds  in  all  its  completeness,  roundness,  her  Spener,  and  her  Arndt;  are  enume- 
and  fulness,  free  from  the  wilt  of  narrow  I  rated  among  Christianity’s  choicest  gems, 


bigotries,  and  unmutilated  by  the  proud  and  among  the  world’s  most  signal  hon- 
and  presumptuous  hand  of  philosophy !  ors.  There  she  stands,  like  the  wonder- 


falsely  so  called. 

Hence  wrn  are  not  ashamed  of  our 
Church.  Hence  wTe  do  not  blush  to  a- 

1 

vow  her  purpose,  or  to  declare  our  confi 


ful  woman  in  the  Apocalypse  of  John, 
sublime  in  her  excellencies,  glorious,  in 
her  apparel,  triumphant  in  her  position, 
and  at  the  same  time  giving  birth  to  a 


|  dence  in  her.  She  is  not  a  mere  frail  progeny,  which  neither  the  foaming  dra- 


fllat-boat,  or  scow,  designed  for  shallow 

;  water,  fair  w* eather,  and  but  a  temporary 

I ) 

purpose.  She  is  a  firm  and  well  built 
vessel,  fitted  for  the  broadest,  deepest, 
and  stormiest  seas.  Our  hope  of  salva¬ 
tion  through  her  is  steady  and  unflinch¬ 
ing.  Many  a  Lutheran  will  doubtless  fail 
of  Heaven — fail  through  negligence  and 
unbelief;  but  if  there  is  a  wav  for  sinful 


gon,  nor  the  seven-headed  beast  of  the 


sea,  nor  all  the  combined  powers  of  hell 
all  able  to  devour!*  Who  does  not  vene¬ 
rate  and  admire  her!  What  generous 
heart  that  does  not  swell  wuth  gratitude 
to  Almighty  God  that  ever  he  gave  her 
being!  What  genuine  lover  of  the  Sa¬ 
vior  and  of  truth,  that  does  not  feel  the 


*Revelations  12  and  13. 
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prayer  rising  to  bis  lips,  that  He  who 
hath  blessed  her  in  time  past,  may  be 
her  patron  and  protector  still!  “Arise, 
0  Lord,  into  thy  rest;  thou,  and  the  ark 
of  thy  strength.  Let  thy  priests  be  cloth¬ 
ed  with  righteousness;  and  let  thy  saints 
shout  aloud  for  joy.”  “If  I  forget  thee,  0 
Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  her 
cunning.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let 
my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth; 
if  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  above  my  chief 

j°y!” 

And  -why  should  not  Lutherans  be  ac¬ 
tive  and  faithful  in  behalf  of  their  Church? 
Why  should  their  prayers,  their  efforts, 
their  contributions  for  her  support  and 
extension  cease?  Theirs  is  a  great  and 
glorious  cause,  and  their  prospects  are 
bright  as  the  sun  in  the  heavens.  In  this 
age  of  free  inquiry,  and  of  superficial 
views  on  the  great  and  essential  truths 
of  Revelation,  when  every  wild  conjec¬ 
ture  and  fanciful  speculation  has  its  fol¬ 
lowers,  wdien  religious  systems  and  pre¬ 
tended  churches  are  springing  up  anew 
every  day,  and  when  amidst  it  all  the 
“Man  of  Sin”  is  looking  with  renewed 
courage  to  this  western  continent  and  its 
heterogeneous  throng;  shall  not  that 
Church  and  people  who  stood  foremost  in 
the  contest  which  crippled  his  power  at 
the  maturity  of  its  strength,  and  liberat¬ 
ed  mind  and  empire  from  his  yoke  of 
ignorance,  superstition  and  oppression, 
receive  sympathy  and  encouragement? 


That  Lutheran  who  has  not  learned  to 
defend  and  sustain  his  Church,  is  unwor¬ 
thy  the  high  privileges  he  enjoys;  he  is 
an  ungrateful  wretch;  he  deserves  to  be  a 
slave.  And  such  men  as  despise  this 
Church,  despise  what  God  himself  has 
owned  and  honored — despise  the  highest 
blessings  of  their  present  condition — de¬ 
spise  even  truth  and  salvation  themselves. 

Let  no  son  of  hers,  then,  ever  refuse 
to  do  what  in  him  lies  for  her  welfare. — 
Let  no  communicant  at  her  alters,  see 
her  have  need,  and  shut  up  his  bovreis 
of  compassion  against  her.  Let  no  one 
see  her  institutions  languish,  and  not 
come  hastily  to  the  rescue.  Rather  let 
each  one  erect  his  Ebenezer,  and  WTite 
upon  it  with  a  heart  full  of  gratitude,  and 
full  of  hope— “  Hitherto  the  Lord  katt 
helped  us!”  Rather  let  every  heart  re* 
joice  and  sing — 

“I  love  thy  Church,  O  God; 

Her  walls  before  thee  stand, 

Dear  as  the  apple  of  thine  eye, 

And  graven  on  thy  hand. 

If  e’er  to  bless  thy  sons 
My  voice  or  hands  deny, 

These  hands  let  useful  skill  forsake. 

This  voice  in  silence  die. 

If  e’er  my  heart  forget 
Her  welfare  or  her  woe, 

Let  every  joy  this  heart  forsake. 

And  every  grief  o’erflow. 

For  her  my  tears  shall  fall; 

For  her  my  prayers  ascend; 

To  her  my  cares  and  toils  be  given, 

Till  toils  and  cares  shall  end." 
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In  addition  to  what  fre3  been  said  in 
the  preceeding  tract,  and  to  sustain  more 
fully  some  propositions  there  advanced, 
the  writer  will  yet  submit  a  few  state¬ 
ments  respecting  the  Literary  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Institutions  of  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church ,  among  which  are  found 
the  most  venerable  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  some  in  our  own  Country 
which  deserve  a  high  degree  of  respect 
and  consideration.  Dr.  Schmucher,  to 
whom  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  Coun- 
trv  is  much  indebted,  has  most  truthful- 
ly  said;  ‘‘In  literary  and  theological  lit¬ 
erature,  in  learned  Theologians,  and  in 
a  rich  and  learned  theological  literature, 
the  Lutheran  Church  has  confessedly 
surpassed  all  others.  Gratitude  for  the 
numerous  and  signal  advantages,  reap¬ 
ed  by  the  cause  of  Reformation  from 
the  superior  learning  of  her  advocates, 
and  the  obvious  facilities  rendered  by  the 
revival  of  letters  previously  to  the  Ref¬ 
ormation,  taught  the  Protestant  prin¬ 
ces  to  regard  learning  as  a  special  gift  of 
God,  to  deliver  them  from  the  bondage  of 
the  dark  ages.  Numerous  literary  insti¬ 
tutions  were  therefore  founded  at  an  ear¬ 
ly  day,  and  others  enlarged.  Among  the 
former  are  the  universities  of  Jena,  Ko- 
nigsberg;  among  the  latter  Wittemberg 
and  Leipsic.  At  this  day  there  are  in 
Germany  nine  universities  wholly  Luth¬ 
eran,  (Leipsic,  Rostock,  Greifswalde,  Je¬ 
na,  Giessen,  Kiel,  Halle,  Gottingven, 
and  Erlangen,)  one,  (at  Berlin,)  belong¬ 
ing  jointly  to  the  Lutherans  and  Reform¬ 
ed,  and  four,  (Heidelberg,  Tubigen,  Bres- 
lan,  and  Benn)  to  the  the  Lutheran, 
Reformed  and  Catholics  in  conjunction. 
In  Sweden  there  are  two  Lutheran  uni¬ 
versities,  and  in  Norway  one.”*  In  the 
United  States,  our  Literary  and  Theolog¬ 
ical  Institutions  are  as  follows: 

1.  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettys¬ 

*  Portraiture  of  Lutheran  ism,  p,  35,  36. 


burg,  Pennsylvania,  Rev.  H.  L,  Baugh- 
er,  D.  D.,  President. 

2.  Hartwick  Seminary,  Hartwick, 
Ostego  County,  N.  York. — Rev.  G.  B. 
Miller,  D.  D.,  Principal. 

3.  Lexington  Literary  anl  Theo~ 
logical  Institxje,  Lexington,  S.  Caroli¬ 
na. — Rev.  E.  L.  Hazelius,  D.  D.,  Prin¬ 
cipal. 

4.  Virginia  Collegiate  Institute, 
Salem,  Virginia.  Rev.  C.  C.  Baughman 
A.  M.,  Principal. 

5.  Wittenberg  College, Springfield, 
Ohio, — Rev.  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D.,  Pres’t. 

6.  Capital  University,  Columbus, 
Ohio. — Rev.  Wm.  M.  Reynolds,  D.  D.» 
President. 

7.  Hillsboro’  College,  Hillsboro’, 
Illinois. — Rev.  F.  Springer,  A.  M.,  Pres¬ 
ident. 

8.  Missouri  College,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

9.  Wittenberg  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania.— Rev.. 
S.  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D.,  President. 

10.  Columbus  Theological  Semina¬ 
ry,  Columbus,  Ohio. — Rev.  Wm.  Leh¬ 
man,  Principal. 

11.  Fort  Wayne  Seminary,  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana.— Rev.  W.  Sihler,  D. 
D.,  Principal. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  va¬ 
rious  Academies  and  high  schools,  for 
both  males  and  females. 


The  Periodicals  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  this  Country  are  as  follows — 

1.  The  Evangelical  Review,  (quar¬ 
terly,)  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth, 
D.  D.,  Editor. 

2.  Lutheran  Observer,  (weekly,) 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev  B.  Kurtz,  D.  D., 
Editor. 

3.  Lutheran  Standard, (semi-month¬ 
ly,)  Columbus,  Ohio,  Edited  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee. 

4.  The  Missionary,  (monthly,)  Pitts- 
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burg,  Pa.,  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  A.  M.,' 
Editor. 

5.  Der  Kirchenbote,  (semi-month¬ 
ly,)  Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev.  P.  Anstadt, 
Editor. 

6.  Der  Lutheraner, (semi-monthly,) 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

7.  Der  Lutherische  Herold,  (semi¬ 
monthly,)  New  York,  Henry  Ludwig. 


The  Symbolical  Books  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church.  These  consist  of 
the  following  writings : — 

1.  The  Oecumenical  Symbols  :  The 
Apostles’  Creed,  The  Nicene  Creed, 
and  The  Athanasian  Creed. 

2.  The  Augsburg  Confession. 

3.  The  Apology  of  the  Augsburg 
Confession,  in  which  the  great  Melanc- 
thon  defends  the  doctrines  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation  against  the  objections  of  the  Ro¬ 
manists. 

4.  Smalcald  Articles,  drawn  up  by 


Luther  and  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the 
electors,  princes,  and  states,  held  at  Smal¬ 
cald  in  1537. 

5.  The  Larger  and  Smaller  Cate¬ 
chism  of  Luther,  first  published  in  1529. 

6.  The  Form  of  Concord,  which, 
though  not  fully  adopted  by  all  Lutheran 
Churches,  nevertheless,  is  regarded  with 
great  veneration  as  the  the  testimony  of 
honest  men  in  a  trying  time  in  the  Chnrch 
of  God. 

One  of  the  most  recent  and  best  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Symbols  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  is,  “  Die  Symbolischen  Bucher 
der  Evangelisch-lutherischen  Kirche,von 
J.  T.  Mueller  ;  Stuttgart,  1848  in  Ger-  !i 
man  and  Latin,  with  valuable  introduc- 
tions,  and  complete  indexes.  It  may  be 
obtained  by  application  to  Ernst  Schaef-  i 
fer,  No.  167  N.  Third  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia  :  or  to  Rodolph  Garrigue,  No.  2, 
Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

An  English  Translation  has  recently 
been  made  and  published  by  the  Messrs. 
Henkle,  of  New  Market,  Virginia. 
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